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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCrr ION 
The public high school in the United States was 
origi~ally established for the study of the classics and 
mathematics, and was attended mainly by boys of the 
wealthier classes; while other boys not so well off left 
school after the eighth grade and went to work. The 
girls were trained to be ladies, or merely to help at 
home in preparation for marriage . 
As education of boys and girls progressed and the 
age limit for leaving school increased, the high schools 
retained their academic standards for preparation to 
college; but late in the nineteenth century business 
courses crept into the schools. At first bookkeeping was 
taught, then stenography and typewriting. Domestic science 
and shopwork were added later and not made compulsory. 
The high schools patterned their business courses 
on the private business school program, as most of the 
earlier teachers we1~e trained for a year or two in the 
private business schools. Much is being done in the 
comraercial education field, and follow-up studies have 
been made of business school graduates, such as 
Chandler's study of the graduates of a business 
1 
college,l and high school commercial graduates;2 or non-
college going academic graduates.3 High school training 
has always been considered adequate, from an academic 
point of view if the graduates have been accepted by the 
colleg es. Up to the present, very little study has been 
made of all classes of graduates, including the academic 
graduates who attended college . 
At the present time education has become complex, and 
students may or may not adhere strictly to t h e academic 
curriculum. It is important to school a&ninistrators to 
know whether or not the variety of subjects now offered 
in public high schools are adequate or in need of revision. 
In Milton, the vocational guidance department has begun 
a study of the ten-year class mere ly to learn their 
present occupation a nd geographic location. As the 
economic sit uation keep s chan0 ing , it is well f or the 
schools to make necessary changes and additions in order 
to f it the students for a better adjustment to life. One 
of the best ways of ascer~aining what high sc hool students 
need is to contact former e;raduates and ask t h em whether 
1
·nouglas A. Chandler, 11 A Follow-Up of the Business 
A&ninistration Graduates of Blank College.n Unpublished 
master's thesis, Boston University, 1940. 
2
•Bina Mae Traxler, 11 A Follow-Up Study of Commercial 
Graduates. 11 Monograph 13. Cincinnati: South-Western 
Publishing Company, 1930. 
3
·Thomas A. Fraser, 11 A Follow-Up of Non-Colleg e Going 
Graduates of Commercial, General, and Colleg e Preparatory 
Curricula in Two Jersey City High Schools." Unpublished 
doctor's thesis, New York University, 1939. 
they considered t heir secondary school training adequate, 
and if not, what sugg estions or criticisms can they make 
which will be of benefit to the classes attending high 
school today. 
The Town of Milton is a suburb of the City of Boston. 
It is. a residential town with a population of 19,714, 
according to the census of 1940, which is an i ncrease of 
4 , 206 over the 1928 figures.l Although many citizens of 
Milton find employment within the town itself, a great 
number are empl oyed i n the City of Boston and the neighbor-
i ng City of Quincy. The Blue Hills add to the scenic 
interest of Mi lton, and the only large industry connected 
with the town is the Walter Bake r Company, now own ed by 
General Foods Products, which is situated on the Nep onset 
River,, partly in Milton and partly in Dorche ster (a section 
of Boston). 
The recreational facilities of the town are excellent. 
There are many playgrounds for both summer and winter 
sports. The educational system of the town is unusually 
fine. The leading colleges a nd universities of the country 
admit Milton Hi gh School g raduates with certificate grades. 
In addition to the public school system, Milton has two 
we ll-known academies, Milton Academy and Jeann e D'Arc 
Ac ad ewJ. 
1. One Hundred Fourth Annual Report of the Town oi' Ml l to 
Massachusetts. Boston: Buck Printing Company, 176. 
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PROBLEM 
My problem is to make a study of certain classes of 
Milton High School graduates in order to determine whether 
or not our curriculum is meeting t he needs of our graduates. 
There are several subordinate or specific problems: 
1. Viliat becomes of our graduates? Do 
they attend other educational institutions? 
If so, do they feel t hat they have been well 
prepared? Do the majority of our graduates 
go immediately to work? If so, what kinds 
of work do they do, and have they been well 
prepared for entrance to their jobs? 
2. Where are the graduates located? 
Do the majority attend schools or find posi-
tions in or near Mi lton a nd Boston, or do they 
have to go far from home? 
3. Are the graduates of the last two 
years attending similar schools or finding 
similar initial employment to those of nine 
and ten years ago? 
{j 
4 
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PROCEDURE 
Since it would be difficult to contact all former 
Milton High School graduates , it was decided to take two 
representative groups and make a. study. and comparison of 
them. 
The Classes of 1931 and 1932 were selected as Group I, 
since they have been out of. high school f'or ten and nine 
years respectively. They were also definitely depression 
year classes. It may be asstuned that men and women who 
have been out of high school f'or nine or ten years are 
pretty well established in a career. 
As Group II, to be compared with Group I, the Classes 
of 1939 and 1940 were chosen. These two classes have 
been out of high school for one and two years. They are 
either studying at higher educational i nstitutions or 
just getting a start in the business world. 
TECHNIQUE 
The questionnaire technique was used, supplemented 
by personal and telephone interviews. 
A preliminary questionnaire was prepared and sent to 
twelve persons, three members of each of the four classes. 
The twelve were chosen because they were known to the 
writer, and it was expected t hat the response would be 
very good. 
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The twelve were asked to comment upon and criti-
cize the questionnaire. Ten questionnaires, or 83 l/3% 
were returned. One member of the Class of 1931 and one 
from 1940 failed to return the questionnaire. The sug- . 
gestions made by the graduates were helpful in preparing 
the final f orm of the questionnaire. 1 
A letter2 was written to accompany the questionnaire, 
and was approved a nd signed by the Superintendent of 
Schools. On April 20, 19411 the questionnaire, the 
letter, and a stamped return envelope were mailed to 
637 graduates. The school off ice records and the Alumni 
Associa tion lists were consulted for present addresses 
of graduates. A total of 174 or 27% of the questionnaires 
were returned. The distribution according to classes was: 
1931 
1932 
1939 
1940 
Total 
16 
25 
75 
58 
174 or 27% 
Three weeks after the questionnaire was sent, a 
penny postcard3 was sent to those not having telephones, 
1
• See Appendix 
2. See Appendix 
3. See Appendix 
or those who lived at some distance, in an endeavor to 
increase the response. Those who lived in the town were 
called on the telephone or visited personally by the 
writer, or contacted by pupils of the school. The final 
response was as follows: 
TABLE I 
J'.i"UIWER OF REPLIES RECEIVED 
ARRANGED BY CLASSES 
Number Sent Number Returned 
Number Address Per Cen 
Class in Class Unknown Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Returne 
1931 
1932 
1939 
1940 
Total 
113 
110 
254 
217 
694 
30 
19 
8 
0 
51 
35 48 
46 45 
123 123 
93 124 
299 344 
83 
91 
246 
217 
637 
12 15 
15 18 
61 56 
38 48 
109 129 
27 
33 
117 
86 
238 
32.5 
36.0 
47.5 
40.0 
41.0 
Of a total of 694 graduates of the four classes, 50 
addresses were unknown, and one member of the Class of 1932 
was deceased. 1'he total number of questionnaires sent, there-
fore, was 637 1 distributed as follows: 83 to the Class of 
1931; 91 to the Class of 1g32; 246 to the Class of 1939 ; and 
217 to the Class of 1940. The returns from the classes were; 
- - -'-.! 
7 ' 
Class of 1931, 27 questionnaires, or 33%; Class of 1932, 33 
questionnaires, or 36%-; Class of 1939, 117, or 48%; and the 
Class of 1940, 86 questionnaires, or 40%. The number of 
boys and girls who responded is shown in the table. 
The response by groups is shown in Tab le II 
liroup 
I 
II 
Total 
TABLE II 
NUMBER 01'' REPLIES RECEIVED 
ARRill~ GED BY GROUPS 
Number Sent Number Returned 
Boy s Girls 'fotal Boy s Girls Tota.L 
81 93 174 27 33 60 
216 247 463 99 104 203 
297 340 . 637 126 137 263 
Per Cent 
Returned 
34.0 
43.8 
40.9 
A total of 174 questionnaires was sent to Group I, and 
the response was 60 questioru1aires, or 34%. Out of 463 sent 
to Group II, 203 responses were received, or 4"'1/b . Altog ether, 
out of 637 questionnaires sent, 263 responses were rec e ived 
from t he two groups, or 4-1%-. The writer feels t hat a good 
sampling of t h e classes was received. 
Milton High School offers four di f ferent courses:l 
Classical, the traditional studies p reparing for college; 
Scien t ific, also preparing for coll ege but re placing Latin 
1
• See Appendix 
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with a science; Commercial, busin ess subjects preparing for 
entrance to busin ess; and General, shopwork for boys and 
practical arts subjects fo r girls in addition to general 
background subjects. Not many students enroll in the 
G-eneral course as such, but elect shopwork, mechanical 
drawing, sewing , and cooking in addition to their regular 
course . A great many boys and g irls change courses during 
their high school career, and many colleg e preparatory 
students elect typewriting, etc. as extra subjects. The 
course pursued at graduation was used as a basis for Table IIJ. 
Group I 
1931 
1932 
Group II 
1939 
1940 
Total 
Per Cent 
'rABLE III 
NUMBER OF I{EPLIES RECEIVED 
ARHANGED ACCORDING TO CURRICULA 
College Preparatory Business Preparatory 
Classical Scientific Commercial General 
7 5 11 4 
10 6 15 2 
27 29 55 6 
26 17 40 3 
70 57 121 15 
26.62 21.67 46 . 01 5.70 
Total 
27 
33 
117 
86 
26~ 
100 
9 
Since the main purpose of the Classical and the 
Sci entific Curricula is to pr e pare the stu.cients for entrance 
to college, the wx•i t<::r has grouped t he two curricula into 
one group and will hereaft er refer to them as College 
Fr c: paratory gr adu a t es. On the other h a nd, the main purpose 
of the Comm.ercial and General Curricula is to prepare boys 
and girls for entrance to work; ther e fore, the writ er has 
comb ined tha two curricula into one group of Business 
Preparatory gra duat e s. Such grouping will facilitl?,te the 
hand ling of da t a . The College Pr e paratory gradue.t e s, then, 
comprise 48.29% of the r e s pond ing gr adu a t e s, a nd the 
Bnsin;ss s Pre para t or y graduat es, 51.71%. 
SUI.:I::LEY 
Tb.e writEr has attempt e-d. t o sh ow that t here was a 
def i n ite need f or• a stucJ.~, of f ormer graduat e s and tbe i r 
occupations in order to help th e s chool administration to 
de t ;:o r rnine wheth sr t hs scb.ool cui•ricul8. were functioning 
satisfactor ily and i f not, what depar t ments or courses 
shoul d :-,2 studi ed in mo1•e O.etail. 
The :·ne thod of proce dure anci data u s ed in t h is study 
have been describe d a n d t he perc ent age of r es pons e s to 
t hs inquiry has :) e en shovm b y ta:'Jula ti on. The writ 0:'1" f e lt 
t hat a sufficiEnt s rt;p_plin:; -.-.rn.s ol-J tained , inasmuch as 34% 
of Gr·oup I anc: 43.8~{. of Group II 8.nsw•:::red the questionnEtire. 
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CHAPTER II 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES ATTENDED 
BY 
MILTON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
The great majority of Milton High School graduates, 
regardless of curriculum studied, attended some other 
educational institution, whether it were four years of 
college, one or two years of business school, one isolated 
course in some specialized school, or a post - graduate 
course at high school. Only 24.79% of the graduates did 
not report any further education. Table IV shows the 
distribution among the class es. 
TABLE IV 
NUMBHR 0~, GRADUATES REPORTING NO FURTH ER EDUCATION 
y1ass Nwnber Per uent 
1931 6 22.22 
1932 6 18.17 
1939 19 16.24 
1940 28 32.56 
Total 59 24.79 
11 
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The following table shows the type of further educa-
tion pursued by Group I: 
TABLE V 
TABLE SHOWING FURTH ER EDUCATION OF GROUP I 
IJ)egrees or Diplomas Received 
~acbelor's degrees 
Master's degrees 
Doctor of Philosophy degree 
Nursing School diplomas 
Normal School diplomas 
Art School diploma 
Part-time Attendance at Colleges 
(No degrees) 
Post-graduate coursesl 
Business School diplomas2 
Business School courses 
(No diplomas) 
Nursing School Part time 
Total 
Number 
20 
5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 
10 
6 
5 
1 
57 
Note 1: Some of the post graduate courses 
were taken by graduates who subsequently 
went to college and obtained bachelor's 
degrees. 
Note 2: These business schools offered skill 
subjects plus the social business subjects as 
opposed to machine schools. 
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Six members of Group I who received college degrees 
took extra, part-time courses in special fields, such as, 
speech, engineering, and business. 
were: 
Among the colleges attended by Group I were: 
Bates 
Boston College 
Boston University 
Bridgewaters Teachers College 
Cornell 
Dartmouth 
Duke University 
Framingham Teachers College 
Harvard University 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Massachusetts School of Art 
Middlebury 
Mount Holyoke 
Northeastern 
Radcliffe 
Simmons 
The business and trade schools attended by Group I 
American Institute of Banking 
Bentley School of Accounting 
Bryant and Stratton 
Burdett • s School 
Katharine Gibbs School 
Fisher Business School 
Franklin Institute 
Lowell Institute 
Wentworth Institute 
Post graduate courses were taken at Milton High 
School, Thayer Academy, and at Phillips Ex.eter Academy. 
No machine schools or junior colleges were attended 
by Group I. Graduates who attended business schools 
studied for either one or two years. 
13 
Group II graduates could not be tabulated like Group I, 
since they had not had time to complete their further educa-
tion in most instances. The following table shows the type 
of schools and colleges attended by Group II: 
TABLE VI 
TABLE SHOWING FURTHER EDUCATION OF GROUP II 
on 
leading to degrees 
Junior colleges 
Nursing schools 
Kindergarten schools 
ental hygiene schools 
rt schools, fashions, modeling 
schools 
iling schools 
53 
8 
2 
1 
1 
9 
30 
4 
achine operating schools 5 
Technical and industrial schools 17 
Post graduate courses 29 
tension and adult education courses 5 
164 
The College Preparatory students of Group II, like 
Group I, selected the traditional four-year college, but 
eight members of Group II chose the junior college which 
has been growing in popularity recently. A change in the 
14 
type of business schools att ended was shown by the fact 
that six graduates of Group II attended machine schools 
where the intricacies of the bookkeeping machine, comp-
tometer, etc. only were taught. Four went to the Boston 
Filing and Indexing Institute to study filing only. 
Twenty-five went to the traditional business schools. 
Post graduate courses were taken at Milton High SChool, 
Thayer, Huntington Preparatory School, Blair Academy, 
Hebron Academy, Milton Academy, Jamaica Plain High School. 
Among the colleges att ended by Group II were: 
Bates 
Boston College 
Boston University 
Bridgewater Teachers C~llege 
Brown Univ ersity 
Colby 
Colgate 
Cornell 
Dartmouth 
"&nmanuel 
Harvard 
Holy Cross 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Massachusetts School of Art 
Massachusetts State College 
Middlebury 
Mount Holyoke 
New England Conservatory of Music 
Ohio Wesleyan 
Radcliffe 
Regis 
St. Ans elm's 
Simmons 
Springfield Coll ege 
United Stat es Coast Guard Academy 
University of Maine 
Univ ersity of New H~n pshire 
West Point 
Yale 
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The colleges and univ ersities attended by Group II 
are similar to those attended by Group I, with a few addi-
tions. 
Milton High School graduates of both groups have 
utilized the extraordinary educational opportunities 
offered by New England, and more particularly Boston. The 
following table shows the geographical location of the 
schools and colleges attended by Groups I and II. 
TABLE VII 
LOCATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES ATTENDED 
BY MILTON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
Group I Group II 
Colleges and Preparatory Schools 
Boston and Vicinity* 34 64 
New England (outside Boston 10 22 
and Vicinity) 
Outside New England 1 6 
Business and Trade Schools 
Boston and Vicinity 12 ?0 
New England (outside Boston 
and Vicinity) 0 1 
Outside New England 0 1 
rrotal 57 164 
_T_o_t_a_l 
98 
32 
? 
82 
l 
_]. 
221 
*Boston and Vicinity, for the purposes of this study, 
includes the following towns and cities: 
Milton Cambridge 
Boston Quincy 
Medford 
Chelsea 
Somerville Charlestown 
Everett Malden 
16 
Of the total number of schools or institutions 
attended, 46, or 80.70% of Group I were located in the 
neighborhood of Boston; and 10, or 17.54% in New England; 
whereas, only 1, or 1.75% went outside of New England. 
In Group II, the trend was the same; 134, or 81.34% 
attended schools in Boston and its immediate vicinity; 23, 
or 14.02% outside of Boston but in New England; and only 7, 
or 4.27% outside of New England. 
SUMif.ARY 
The majority of Milton High School graduates felt it 
necessary to have additional training after high school. 
The traditional colleges and universities have appealed to 
both groups. New England institutions have been selected 
by the greatest number of gr·aduates, and Boston itself had 
the highest number. In addition to the traditional colleges 
and business schools att ended by Group I, Group II has added 
more t echnical schools--trade schools, business machine 
schools, draf ting, co~mercial art, and engineering schools. 
17 
CHAPTER III 
OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION 
Milton High School graduates have found employment in 
a great variety of businesses, trades, and professions. In 
order to discover whether the type of position or occupation 
was determined by the extra education, the following tables 
were constructed. These tables show the types of initial 
positions obtained by Milton High School graduates and the 
type of employing firm, trade, or profession. The graduates 
were divided into three groups: (1) those who attended and 
graduated from a four-year college or university before 
seeking employment; (2) those who went to work immediately 
upon graduation from high school, including those who took 
evening or part-time courses while working; and {3) those 
who attended same other school or college without cmmpleting 
the requirements for a degree, including one, two, or three-
year business schools, nurses' training schools, and two or 
three-month courses in machine operation, etc. The United 
States Census was consulted for classification of occupa-
tions, but its classification was modified greatly to fit 
the situation. 
18 
The 60 members of Group I have been accounted for in 
the following tables, including one girl who was married 
before graduation from college and did not seek employment, 
and one boy who received his Ph. D. Degree in June, 1941. 
19 
TABLE VIII 
TYPES OF BUSIN ESSES, TRADES, AND PROF ESSIONS 
OFFERING INITIAL EMPLOYIVIENT TO MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES WHO ALSO GRADUATED FROM A FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE 
OR UNIV ERSITY BEFORE SEEKING EMPLOYMENT 
GROUP I 
Education 
School Departments 
Colleges and Universities 
Medical Schools 
c. c . . c. 
Electric Contractors 
Grain and Feed Company 
Hospitals 
Libraries 
Manufacturing 
Can Manufacturing 
Inks--Dry Colors 
Leather 
Lumb er 
Real Estate 
Restaurants 
Miscellaneous 
Married 
Student, Ph. D. in June, 1941 
Total 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
10 
3 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
10 
120 
TABLE IX 
TYPES OF INITIAL POSITIONS OF MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES WHO ALSO GRADUAT ED FROM A F CIJR-YEAR COLLEGE 
OR UNIV ERSITY 
tBroker 
Chemist 
Plerk 
plerk of Corporation 
Educational Adviser 
Hostess 
GROUP I 
Laboratory Technicians 
Librarian 
Salesmen 
Teachers 
Grarrnnar School 
High School 
College or University 
Truckman--in Factory 
Miscellaneous 
Married 
Student 
Total 
Boys 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
l 
l 
0 
l 
10 
_Q!rl-J3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
2 
l 
0 
1 
2 
2 
0 
1 
0 
10 
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Table VIII was composed of graduates in Group I who 
received degrees from a four-year college or university. 
Naturally, Group II could not be compared with Group I in 
this table inasmuch as there had not been sufficient time 
to complete four y ears' work. The types of positions en-
gaged in were not w1usual for college graduates--main17 
professional. 
Table X was made to show the present (at the time of 
the survey) professions of Group I, (Part A), and Part B 
shows the location of the professional graduates of Group I. 
TABLE X 
Part A 
.. 
Average 
Nwnber Weekly 
Profession Engaged Salary 
Teachers 
Granunar School 1 $16.35 
Secondary School 3 37.50 
College or University 3 34.71 
Army Instructor 1 50.00 
Librarians 2 26.25 
School D1etitian 1 30.00 
Music Director 1 33.00 
Chemist (Research) 1 38.00 
Total 13 
Part B 
LOCATION OF GRADUATES ENGAGED IN PROF ESSIONS 
!Locat-ion 
Massachusetts 
Milton 
Boston 
Cambridge 
Fitchburg 
Wellesley 
Outside of Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
Ohio 
New York City 
New York State 
(Outside of the City) 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Texas 
Total 
Number 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
13 
It may be noted that education ranked highest in choice 
of professions. Nearly as many prof essional graduates 
located in Massachusetts (6) as outside of the state {7). 
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Table XI shows the t ypes of businesses, trades, and 
professions entered by those graduates of Milton High 
School who continued their studies afte~ high school before 
seeking employment, but did· not attain a college degree. 
Those members of Group II who were attending colleges or 
universities at the time of the survey could not be included 
in this tab le. Apparently all of the girls who took the 
Coll eg e Pr eparatory courses at high school had used their 
training and were enrolled in college. A few of the boys, 
however, (4) had obtained positions. 
TABLE XI 
TYPES OF BUSINESSES, TRADES, AND PROFESSI ONS 
OFF ERING INITIAL EMPLOYMENT TO MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES WH O STUDI ED BEYON® HIGH SCHOOL WITHOUT 
COMPLETING REQUIREM:t-wrs FOR A .DEGREE 
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~----------------------------~------~~~~-------r---· -~~~~--~ Group I Gro p II 
susiness, Trade, Profession 
~utomobil es, acc essories, 
garages, trans portation 
!Brokers, stock 
~ugs, wholesale 
~dueation and health 
~ood products, who~esale 
Milk, ice, fuel 
Insurance 
. Manufacturing 
Machinery 
Rubber Products 
Miscellaneous 
Printing, pubiishing, advertis-
ing 
Public Service and utilities 
Town Departments 
Gas and electric service 
Stores and trade 
Department stores 
Jewelry stores 
Trad es, building and equipment 
Miscellaneous 
Domestie service 
Blueprinting 
Dentist's office 
Federal Security Agency 
Hospitals 
Service Stations 
Show hors es 
Totals 
Business CoTiege Business GollegE 
Preo. Preo. Preo. Preo. 
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girl_l Bo_Is 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l · 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
.. 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 
4 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 
2· . 
0 
2 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
17 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
0 l 
1 
0 
4 
Six members of Group II obtained positions in manu-
facturing concerns, whereas only one in Group I worked in a 
manufacturing company. The other businesses are scattered 
and are not significant. In Table XII, the greatest number 
of graduates ·or both groups were employed in office work of 
some kind. 
TABLE XII 
TYPES OF INITIAL POSITIONS OF MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES WHO STUDI ED BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL WITHOUT 
COMPLETING REQUIREMENTS FOR A DEGREE 
· Group I Group II 
Business College Business Col 
Prep. Prep. Pre_p. Pr 
Position Be G. B· G. B· - G. Be 
Office workers ; 
File clerks 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 
General Clerks 1 3 1 0 0 3 0 
Machine operator 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Billing, cost, payroll 
clerks 0 3 1 0 0 1 0 
Messenger, stock clerk 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Stenographers 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
Secretaries 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 
Typist 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Miscellaneous 
Blueprint trimmer 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Chauffeur 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Compounder, rubber company 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Dental nurse 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Governess 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 
Groom 0 0 0 0 l 0 0 
Librarian 0 0 0 l 0 0 0 
Machinist, lathe operator 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 
Nurse, registered 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Practical nurse 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Salesmen, store clerks 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Service station attendant 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 
Shippers 0 0 l 0 0 0 l 
Totals 4 10 4 2 1 1? 4 
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TABLE XIII 
TYPES OF BUSINESSES, TRADES, AND PROF ESSIONS 
OFFERi lJG INITIAL EMPLOYMENT TO MI IJTON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES ~~0 WENT TO WORK I~~DIATELY UPON GRADUATION 
GrOUP. I 
Business College 
Prep. Prep~ 
Business, Trade, Prof ession 
~utomobiles, accessories, 
garages, transportation l 
~anks and trust companies 0 
~rokers, stock 0 
Domestic servic .e 0 
~ducation and health 0 
~ood products 
Wholesale foods 0 
Meat packing 0 
Milk and ice 1 
Beverages, bottling 0 
nsurance 0 
uibrary 0 
vranufacturing 
Machinery 0 
Miscellaneous 0 
~inting, publishing, advertis-
1~ 1 
fublie service and utilities 
Gas and electric service 1 
Railways 1 
Telephone 0 
Town departments (water, 
highway, etc.} 0 
~hipbuilding and airplane 
construction 0 
)tores and trade 
Department ·stores 1 
Groceries and markets 2 
Hardware 0 
Jewelry 0 
1rades 
Builders and carpenters 0 
Plumbers 0 
iscellaneous 
Athletic club 0 
Awning company 0 
Dental supplies 0 
Employment agency 0 
Furrier 0 
~w 0 
Real estate 0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
4 
0 
1 
0 
0 
:: o ,·' 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
""'"""""'-<;> v v 
Theatre 
o employment 
otals 
0 0 
at time of survey 0 0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
v v 
0 0 
0 0 
~ 0 
Group _II 
Bus1ness GolJ.ege 
Prep. Prep. 
2 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
5 
2 
2 
0 
0 
9 
0 
2 
1 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
9 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
5 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
2 
1 
""" v 
0 1 
1 3 
0 
0 
0 
o. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
v 
0 
0 
_.L_.L_ 
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TABLE XIV 
TYPES OF INITIAL POSITIONS OF MitTON HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES WHO WB."NT TO WORK Il\UVIEDIATELY UPON GRADUATION 
Group I Group II 
~usiness College Business Colleg 
Prep. · Prep~ Prep. Prep. 
Position B. G. B. G. B· G. B. ~~~-------------------------+--+----+~-+---+~ 
Office workers 
Sales 
Billing, cost, payroll 
clerks 
File clerk 
General clerks · 
Mail clerks 
Messengers 
Secretaries 
Stenographers 
Stock clerks 
Typists 
Checker in store ' 
Store clerks, salesmen 
Store manager 
~dvertiser 
pashier 
jDelivery boys, truck drivers 
JDomestics, maids 
~urrier's assistant 
~nspection clerk, factory 
~ibrarian 1 s assistant 
~eter reader 
~ilk pasteurizer 
Packer · 
~odman, utility man 
Telephone operator 
rrades 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
l 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
l 
0 
0 
0 
Automobile mechanics 1 
Carpenter's apprentice 0 
~aftsman's apprentice 0 
Machinist, internal grinder 0 
Pipe~itter's helper 0 
Plumber's apprentice 0 
Service station attendant 0 
Shipfitter 0 
I 
Warehouseman 0 
Welder's apprentice 0 
~o employment 0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
5 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
~ota1s 8 11 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
l 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
2 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
5 
0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
2 
2 
l 
0 
0 
1 
0 
l 
1 
1 
l 
0 
l 
8 
l 
0 
5 
5 
l 
4 
0 
l 
0 
0 
2 
0 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 0 30 35 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
3 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
l 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
0 
1 
0 
0 
l 
l 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
11 
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In the foregoing tabl es, Numbers XI and XIII, miscella-
neous manufacturing included a match factory, soap factory, 
and confectionery factory. 
The type of business or trade did not vary greatly for 
the high school graduate who went directly to work from the 
graduate who studied further for a short period of time. 
In Group II the trades appeared; 2 carpenters, 1 plumber, 
3 apprentices in shipbuilding. Many graduates in Group II, 
especially those who did not study further, secured jobs in 
stores, retail or wholesale. Four graduates at the time of 
this study had not secured employment. 
SUMMARY 
Although a great variety of business firms, professions, 
trades, industries, have employed our graduates, a few 
businesses, such as insurance, manufacturing, educational 
institutions, retail stores, predominated. 
Graduates in Group I and Group II have obtained posi-
tions in similar types of businesses. The insurance offices, 
for example, have employed many girls of both groups, and 
comparatively few boys. There was an increase in the num-
ber of boys and girls employed in the machinery manufactur-
ing concerns, due, no doubt, to the defense building program. 
It must be remembered that Group I graduated during the 
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depression, when such manufacturing and the trades were not 
flourishing. No memb ers of Group I entered the trades, but 
in Group II, one member chos e plumbing and two others, 
carpentering. Group II showed a t endency to enter the retail 
selling occupations to a greater degr ee than Group I. Approxi· 
mately the same number of girls and boys have chosen the 
selling field. 
The geographic location of Milton High School graduates 
is shown in the following table: 
TABLE XV 
GEOGRA PHIC LOCATION OF INITIAL EM PLOYMENT 
Group croup :I 
Location Boys G irls Total Boys Girls Tot a 
Boston and vicinity* 23 22 45 34 48 82 
Massachus etts outside of Boston 2 3 5 7 l 8 
New England outside of Massa-
chusetts 1 4 5 2 0 2 
Outside of New England 3 4 7 0 0 0 
OUtside of the United States l 0 l 0 0 0 
Totals 63 92 
*For the cities and towns included in Boston and vicinity, 
see page 16. 
The location of Milton near the capital city of the 
State with its indus t ries, business opportunities, educa-
tional facilities, insurance companies, professional advantage , 
its harbor with its shipbuilding and trade faciliti es, 
naturally _caused the greater numb er of graduates to settle 
near home. The above table included all classes of graduates 1 
those who graduated from college before seeking employment, 
those who studied for a brie~ time, and those who sought 
work immediately upon graduation from high school. None of 
Group II have left New England to work, and the seven mem-
bers of Group I who found work outside New England had all 
studied at college for four years or more, with the exception 
of the one army officer. 
Table XVI shows the lapse of time following graduation 
from high school, college, or other school before securing 
initial employment. 
TABLE XVI 
lAPSE OF TIME AFTER GRADUATION BEFORE 
SECURING I NITIAL EMPLOYMENT 
Group-~ group II 
NO No 
Other" Other Other Other 
Length of time School* School School School Total 
1 week 16 9 5 13 43 
1 month 7 2 2 14 25 
2 months 2 1 4 10 17 
3 months 4 2 0 10 16 
6 months 1 3 3 13 20 
1 year 1 6 3 7 1'7 
1-i years 1 3 0 2 6 
2 years 0 0 0 1 1 
2~ years 0 0 0 0 0 
3 years 2 0 0 0 2 
13-i years 0 0 0 0 0 
14 years 0 1 0 0 1 
No answer 2 0 2 3 7 
Total 155 
*Thes e figures do not include evening, or part-time courses 
taken while the graduate was looking for employment, or 
while working. 
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Table XVI shows plainly that Milton High School graduate 
had little difficulty securing jobs. It may be that the un-
successful graduates did not answer our request for infor.ma-
tion. According to the table, it made little or no differ-
ence whether the graduate sought work upon leaving high 
school, or whether he sought work after additional training. 
A great number of both groups secured employment immediately, 
or within a week or month. Even the depression classes, 
Group I, secured work of some kind within a yea:r and a half 
in all but five eases. 
The next table shows the number of changes made by 
Milton High School graduates from their initial employing 
firm or business. 
TABLE XVII 
CHANGES IN POSITION 
G:ti'OU.P I Group.-!.!. 
Number of changes Col. Bus. Col. Bus. 
No change frGm initial -
firm* 4 16 6 36 
1 change 15 10 3 32 
2 changes 4 5 0 9 
3 changes 2 5 1 4 
4 or more changes 1 1 0 I. 
Totals 26 37 10 83 
*Changes or promotions within a fir.m were not 
listed in this chart~ 
Tota] 
62 
60 
18 
12 
3 
155 
Twenty members of Group I evidently secured a satis-
factory initial position inasmuc~ as they have stayed with 
the same firm for nine or ten years. A greater number 
changed their positions, but the majority made one change 
only. It is probabl7 safe to assume not only that the 
initial employing firms were satisfactory places of employ-
ment for Group I, but that the graduates of Milton High 
School were satisfactory employees, well trained for their 
positions. It is too early to make such an assumption 
about Group II, but 43 members of this group have made no 
change, and 35 he. v e made but one change. 
SALARI ES 
There was less response to the question on salaries 
than on any other question. The table below shows the 
average initial salary for each of the four classes for the 
College Preparatory and Business Preparatory groups. The 
number of salaries used as a basis is given, which shows 
the response to the question. The initial salary was con-
sidered as the first salary that the graduate received in a 
permanent position, whether or not he attended some other 
school after graduation from high school. 
The College Preparatory groups of the Classes of 1939 
and 1940 were, for the most part, still attending schools or 
colleges when this survey was made; therefore, no girls' 
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salari es were available in that group, and only the 
salaries of boys who pr epared for college, but went 
directly to work. 
TABLE XVIII· .. --· 
AV ERAGE I NITIAL WEEKLY SALARI ES 
Gol.lege Preparatory Bus1ness P.l:'enarat orv 
Class Boys No. Girls No. Boys No. Girls No. 
pro up I 
1931 . $ 23.52 6 $17.00 3 $ 14.50 4 $14.27 9 
1932 19.43 8 19.80 5 16.75 6 13.95 10 
Group II 
1939 14.59 11 0 0 16.50 18 13.76 24 
1940 15.00 3 0 0 23.40 5 14.42 16 
The apparent decrease in the initial salary of the two 
latt er elasses ov er the two earli er classes of College 
Preparatory boys is due to the fact that most of the Group I 
gradua t es had alr eady att ended college before they obtained 
their first permanent job . It was not deemed advisable to 
break up the salary table into graduat es who earned college 
d egr ees, those who obtained employment directly upon high 
school graduation, etc., because the numb er of salaries was 
too few, and only a tr end c ould be expected from so little 
information. 
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The Business Pre p:tratory salaries for girls have 
remained practically the same throughout the ten-year 
period from 1931 to 1940; but the boys' salaries have in-
creased in the 1940 group. The defense boom, again,. 
probably was the cause. 
The initial salary table does not show the fact that 
the Milton High School graduates have been promoted with 
increases in salary. However, the changes in position were 
usually accompanied by increases in salary. 
CHAPTER SUMiilfARY 
Of the graduates entering the professions, the 
ma j ority selected education in some form as their life work. 
A great variety of' firms employed Milton High, School 
graduat es, but the predominating ones were insurance, 
retail stores, educational institutions. The predominating 
positions were clerical, or office work of some sort. An 
increase in the ~achine manufacturing industries and an 
interest in the trades was shown in Group II, whereas no 
one in Group I, the depression group, obtained employment 
in the trades. 
Milton High School graduates have obtained work in 
New England, particularly in and around Boston. The initial 
positions, for the most part, a ppeared satisfactory, inasmuch 
as many of Group I and Group II were still employed in their 
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original positions at the time of this survey. Apparently, 
when changes were necessary, they were made early in the 
careers, judging from the fact that many graduates of 
Grou p II have already changed positions. 
It made little difference whether the graduates 
attended another institution or not regarding the lapse of 
time between graduation and obtaining some- kind of work. 
The type of position obtained and the opportun.i ties for 
advancement doubtless were the r easons for further education, 
alth?ugh this study did not attempt to prove such a state-
ment. 
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CHAPTER IV 
IMPORTANCE OF COURSES OFF ERED AT MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 
Milton High School offers a wide variety of subjects,l 
and students are not bound to any hard and fast curriculum. 
For example: A student enrolled in one curriculum may 
elect any course not in his curriculum, provided it does 
' 
not interfere with the pr eparation for his ultimate goal, 
such as entrance to college, etc. Thus, many college 
students change from one curriculum to another during the 
course of their high school training. Such changes account 
for commercial graduates checking Latin and other academic 
subjects listed in the following tables. It would be 
impossible and add nothing to this study to note the changes 
in curriculum. The curriculum studied at the time of 
gr.aduation was used in making these tables. 
The next four tables show the votes cast by the 
grad~ates for each subject. Although the questionnaire2 
asked the graduate to check the subjects "taken during your 
high school course," some graduates checked subjects that 
would have been desirah le, inasmuch as three boys checked 
1. See Appendix 
2 • See AppendiX 
37 
sewing and cooking, subjects not open to boys. In these 
cases, these votes were omitted from the tables. In one or 
two instances, a graduate checked a subject as having both 
direct and indirect value to him. Not all subjects listed 
were checked by all graduates. In one case a graduate 
checked English only and made the comment that English 
alone benefited him. All subjects gave direct benefit in 
a. greater or lesser degree, and all gave some degree of 
indir ect benefit. English was the only subject which was 
not checked by the College Preparatory graduates a.s having 
"no a pparent benefit." It was surprising that 2.21% of 
the Business Pr eparatory graduates checked English as having 
"no appar ent benefit" since several suggested that more 
grammar, ~ English letter-writing .~ etc. be added to the 
English courses. (See Chapter V.) 
The lists were checked according to the degree in 
which each subject benefited or did not benefit the graduates 
in their chosen field of work or study. 
The total number of votes cast by Group I for each 
subject was 'added to the total number of votes cast by 
Group II, and the percentage was figured only for the two 
groups combined. For example, English ·had 23 votes from 
Group I College Pr eparatory graduates, and 80 for Group II 
College Preparatory graduates. The total for the two groups, 
103, is 81.10% of the total number of possible vot es (127) 
of the College Prepa.rato~~ graduates. 
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TABLE XIX 
GENERAL SUBJECTS 
COLLEGE GROUPS 
Direct Indirect .No Apparent 
Benefit E enefit · Benefit 
Subjects I II Tot. % ~: I II Tot. %_ I II Tot. 
' !English 23 80 103 81.10 3 1'7 20 15.'75 0 0 0 ., ' p 
~glish V 4 13 17 13.39 3 10 13 10.24 0 1 1 o. ~~ ~tin 23 18 41 32.28 14 33 4'7 37.01 2 19 21 16. 
!French 9 27 36 28.35 13 34 47 37.01 4 23 27 21. ~~ Trigonometry 10 24 34 26.77 2 5 '7 5.51 2 7 9 7. 
Plan e Geometry 13 27 40 31.50 8 27 35 27.56 3 22 25 19. ~~ ~lgebra 17 44 61 48.03 6 2·2 28 22.05 3 21 24 18. 
Physics 15 21 36 28~35 2 16 18 14.17 3 6 9 '7. ~~ Chemistry 11 31 42 33.07 2 21 23 18.11 4 17 21 16. 
IBiology 6 32 38 29.92 4 14 18 14.1'7 3 11 14 11. ~~ ~merican Hist. 5 30 35 27.56 9 40 49 38.58 5 15 20 15. 
Early Eur. Hist. 4 13 17 13.39 4 13 17 13.39 4 11 15 11. ~~ Modern History 4 14 18 14.17 3 9 12 9.45 2 9 11 8. 
Economics 7 8 15 11.81 2 '7 9 7~09 0 4 4 3. lf 
Problems of Dem. 2 6 8 6.30 2 4 6 4.72 1 1 2 1. ;~ Hygiene 8 23 31 24.40 7 14 21 16.54 4 12 16 12. 
There was a possibility of 127 votes from the combined 
College Preparatory groups; 28 from Group I, and 99 from 
Group II. 
BUSINESS GROUPS 
!English 26 74 100 73.52 4 20 24 17.65 0 3 3 2. ~i lfmglish V* 4 9 13 9.56 1 5 6 4.41 0 3 3 2·. 
Latin 2 0 2 1.47 4 5 9 6.62 2 12 14 10. ~~ French 3 0 3 2.21 4 8 12 8.82 2 17 19 13. 
Trigonometry 2 3 5 3.68 1 4 5 3.6H 0 4 4 2. i~ Plane Geometry 2 6 8 5.88 1 6 '7 5.15 1 6 7 5. 
Algebra 5 9 14 10.29 4 7 11 8.09 1 9 10 7. ~~ Physics 2 2 4 2.94 0 4 4 2.94 0 4 4 2. 
Chemistry 4 7 11 8.09 4 9 13 9.56 2 6 8 5. 3€ 
Biology 2 6 8 5.88 5 12 17 12.50 3 37 40 29. ;~ American Hist. 8 17 25 18.38 8 20 28 20.59 3 27 40 22. 
Early Eur. Hist. 3 7 10 7.35 6 16 22 16.18 5 27 32 23. s~ Modern History 2 8 10 7.35 5 11 16 11.75 2 23 25 18. 
Economics 6 22 28 20.59 6 20 26 19.12 1 14 15 11. ~ ~ Problems of Dem. 2 4 6 4.41 3 10 13 9.56 0 7 7 5. 
Hygiene 9 9 18 13.24 6 13 19 13.97 1 13 14 10. ~~ 
*English V was not off er ed to Group I, although some checke ~ 
it. There was a possibility of 136 votes from the Busines ~ 
Preparatory groups; 32 from Group I, and 104 from Group II~ 
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TABLE 'XX 
VOCATIONAL SUBJ ECTS 
COLLEGE GROUPS 
. .Direct. Indir ect." No Apparent. 
Benefit F enefit Renefit 
Subjects I II Tot. % I II Tot. % I II Tot. $_ 
Shorthand 1 7 8 6.30 2 3 5 3.94 0 2 2 1 57 
Typewriting 5 34 39 30.71 1 12 13 10.24 0 0 0 0 
~ookkeeping 2 7 9 7.09 1 3 4 3.15 1 2 3 2 36 
Office Practice 1 2 3 2.36 2 1 3 2.36 0 l 1 0 79 
Sales 1 3 4 3.15 0 0 l 0.79 1 0 1 0 79 
Business Org. 1 3 4 3.15 1 2 3 2~36 1 0 l 0 79 
Commercial Law 1 5 6 4.72 0 0 0 .o 2 1 3 2 36 
Freehand Draw. 4 6 10 7.87 3 6 9 7.09 0 8 8 . 6 30 
~echanica1 Draw. 6 1'7 23 18~11 2 3 5 3.94 1 0 1 0 79 
Design 0 2 2 1.57 2 2 4 3.15 0 0 0 0 
Sewing 1 4 5 3.94 2 3 5 3.94 2 3 5 3 9-4 
Cooking 1 4 5 3.94 3 2 5 3~94 2 3 5 3. 94 
Printing 1 3 4 3.15 l 4 5 3.·94 4 9 13 10. 24 
Shop 1 5 6 4.72 4 7 11 8.66 0 6 6 4 '(7_2 
BUSINESS GROUPS 
Shorthand 11 42 53 38.97 1 8 9 6.62 3 7 10 7. 35 
Typewriting 18 '75 93 38.38 5 7 12 8.82 3 1 4 2. ~4 
Bookkeeping 18 47 65 47.79 3 18 21 15.44 2 6 8 5. ~8 
Office Practice* 8 33 41 30.15 1 4 5 3.68 1 2 3 2. ~1 
Sales 8 11 19 13.97 1 6 6 4.41 2 6 8 5. ~8 
BUsiness Org. 3 8 11 8.09 0 3 3 2.21 2 4 6 4. ~1 
Connnercial Law e5 22 28 20.59 4 23 27 19.85 3 8 11 a. P9 
!Freehand Draw. 5 6 11 8.09 2 6 8 5.88 3 15 18 13. ~4 
Mechanical Draw. 2 15 1'7 12.50 2 3 5 3.68 4 8 12 a. ~2 
Design 1 7 8 5.88 0 1 1 0.74 1 3 4 2. ~4 
Sewing 2 5 '7 5.15 3 8 11 8.09 0 a 8 5. ~8 
Cooking 5 4 9 6.62 4 7 11 8.09 0 11 11 a. ~9 
Printing 1 6 7 5.15 1 0 1 0.'74 7 14 21 15. ~4 
Shop 2 11 13 9.56 4 5 9 6.62 3 5 8 5. ~8 
*Office Practice was not offered to Group I 8.8 a separate 
subject but as part of senior stenography. 
·-
A study of the tables showing the votes cast for the 
general background subjects indicates that English received 
the greatest number of votes, 81.10% from the College 
Preparatory groups, and 73.52% from the Business Preparatory 
groups. All the other general subjects were checked by the 
College Preparatory grcups as having direct benefit, in-
direct benefit, and no apparent benefit. The direct benefit 
and indir ect benefit columns showed a heavier vote in all 
cases than the no apparent benefit column. Therefore, from 
the facts stated, it may be judged that all the general 
background subjects have their place in the curriculum for 
College Preparatory groups. On the other hand, the classical 
subjects and some of the other academic subjects like 
biology and history received a heavier vote in the no 
apparent benefit column than in the direct or indirect 
benefit columns from the Business Preparatory groups. Such 
a vote might have been expected, although every one of the 
general background subjects had some votes from the Business 
Preparatory groups. 
The vocational and technical subjects received direct 
benefit vot es from the College Preparatory groups, especially 
typewriting, with 30.71%, and 10.24% ind ir ect benefit. No 
College Preparatory graduate felt that typewriting had no 
apparent benefit. The voting from the College Preparatory 
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groups was not so heavy, naturally, for the vocational 
subjects. Mechanical ~awing received a vote of 18.11% from 
the College Preparatory groups, which may be due to the 
stress on industry today. 
The traditional business ~ubjects received a significant 
vote from the Business Preparatory groups. Office Practice, 
which was not offered as a separate subject to Group I was, 
however, checked by 8 of that group. The only subjects 
that received a larger vote in the no apparent benefit 
colunin than in either of the other two colUmns were Freehand 
Drawing and Printing. Printing also was voted by the 
College Preparatory groups as having no apparent benefit. 
SUMMARY 
All the subjects offered at Milton High School were 
checked by the graduates according to whether or not they 
had direct benefit, indirect benefit, or no apparent benefit. 
The g eneral background subjects received a significant number 
of votes as having both direct and indirect benefit from the 
College Preparatory groups and from the Business Preparatory 
groups. Although all but English received some votes as 
having no apparent benefit, the direct and indirect benefit 
columns were heavier. English received 2.21% of the Business 
Preparatory votes as having no apparent benefit, but the 
direct benefit with its 73.52% and the indirect benefit 
column with 17.65% far outweighed the no apparent benefit 
column. 
All the vocational subjects except two, Freehand 
Drawing and Printing received larger votes in the direct 
benefit and indirect benefit columns than in the no apparent 
benefit column. 
It is apparent, then, that the subjects in the Milton 
High School, with the possible exception of the two just 
named, all have a place in the training of students. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUGGESTIONS OF GRADUATES 
Perhaps the most interesting part of the study was 
reading the suggestions offered by the graduates. The 
suggestions, or criticisms, were arranged according to 
those made by the College Preparatory groups and the 
Business Preparatory groups. Only those suggestions with 
two or more votes were included in the tables. The sug-
gestions were arranged according to frequency of votes. 
In most instances the subjects suggested were offered but 
not always available for all students. For example, the 
College Preparatory student has little time to study 
sewing, cooking, mechanical drawing, typewriting, etc., 
and the administration probl~ns involved in arranging 
periods are great. 
The first table shows the suggestions made by the 
College Preparatory graduates. 
TABLE XXI 
COLVillE GROUP SUGGESTIONS 
In Order of Votes Cast 
on 
Typewriting for college groups 
hemistry, physics courses weak 
Shorthand for college groups 
Public speaking and expression 
Spanish* 
ow to study and think 
achine and motor drawing 
erme.n 
ocational guidance and occupations 
Music appreciation and orchestra 
Salesmanship 
Economics 
Grammar in junior, senior years 
Personal health 
reater school spirit in sports and 
other school activities 
Sewing 
More classics in English rather tha · 
a few "diss ect ed" 
reek 
ebating 
Office practice machines 
rt appreciation 
irst aid, industrial safety 
omemaking 
ccountin 
9 
0 
5 
3 
2 
0 
1 
3 
1 
4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
20 
16 
6 
8 
8 
9 
7 
4 
6 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
*Two in Group II said Spanish "or Italian." 
Only in two instances in the College Preparatory 
29 
16 
11 
11 
10 
9 
8 
7 
rt 
6 
5 
5 
5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
groups was there direct criticism of existing courses: (~) 
Sixteen graduates stated that their courses in physics and 
chemistry were not adequate preparation for their college 
work; and (2} Five considered that grammar should be 
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studied in the junior and senior years of high school; 
while two desired a broader study of the classics rather 
than an intense study of a few, or as one graduate expressed 
it, "dissecting a few." On the other side of the question, 
several graduates expressed their appreciation for their 
training in English, French, Mathematics, History. One 
man said: "The English courses, ge~erally were the strong 
points of my high school training- •••• I found that in 
competition with students of various other high schools 
matriculating at college, Milton High School students more 
than held their own." 
Twenty-nine College Preparatory graduates suggested 
that typewriting be added to the college courses. The 
addition of Spanish (or Italian in two instances) was 
suggested by 10; and German by ?. In each case the number 
increased in Group II. Public speaking and expression 
received 11 votes; 3 from Group I, and 8 from Group II. 
Shorthand, too, received 11 votes. How to study and think 
bad no votes from Gr cup I, but 9 from Gr cup II. Machine 
drawing and vocational guidance and study of occupations 
received 8 and ? votes respectively, mainly from Group II. 
Salesmanship was suggested by 5 people. In Chapter III, 
Tables XIII and XIV, show that approximately an equal 
number of girls and bcws find employment in the selling 
field. Sales is offered only to boys of the Business 
Preparatory groups. Nevertheless, only 2 girls suggested 
that the course be open to girls also. 
One interesting suggestion was that "Some means should 
be found to help the student bridge the gap between the 
cultural school assemblies and the culture offered by such 
a city as Boston •••• How many graduates have been to 
e. single Boston museum, gallery, concert hall, etc.?" In 
answer to this question, it should be stated that the 
Youth Symphony Conc erts are attended by many of our high 
school and junior high school boys and girls. 
One graduate suggested a course in South American 
History. 
on 
TABLE XXII 
BUSINESS GROUP SUGGESTIONS 
In Order of Votes Cast 
ffice practice and stenography in 
senior year 0* 
utomotive study and trades 3 
Business English letter writing not 
adequate 3 
More business machines 4 
Penmanship 0 
ocational guidance and interview 
technique 3 
onversation and speech 0 
Mathematics made compulsory every year 0 
Psychology 2 
eview of bookkeeping in senior year 0 
Sales for girls 0 
ore typewriting 2 
ew to think 0 
Music 0 
Personalit 0 
15 
7 
6 
2 
5 
2 
5 
5 
1 
3 
2 
0 
2 
2 
2 
15 
10 
9 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
*Office practice was not offered as a separate subject 
to Grou I. 
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The Business Preparatory groups suggested that Office 
Practice be offered to senior girls who study stenography. 
At the present time Offic.e Practice is offered to seniors 
who do not take senior stenography. As a separate sug-
gestion, "more business machines" had 4 votes from Group I 
and 2 from Group II. In Chapter III, referring to Table XII, 
it will be noted that only one person actually worked on 
office machines exclusively. Apparently the others who 
recommended more machines used them frequently. Many 
graduates stated that their shorthand and typewriting 
courses were excellent. 
Ten voted for automotive study and trades, only 3 from 
Group I but 7 from Group II. One man in Group I stated, 
"I think high school should prepare boys for a trade if 
they do not intend to go to college. When you apply for 
work from high school, employers ask what you can do and 
you really aren't prepared for anything." 
Five members of Group II requested that mathematics 
in some form be required of each student each year. This 
suggestion may be explained by the fact that boys entering 
the trades now need certain knowledges in mathematics. 
One young man now in the army said, "I feel now that I 
should have taken some Algebra, plane geometry, and trig-
onometry as it would help me a lot in the work I am doing 
in the Field Artillery of the United States Army~• 
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Such suggestions as vocational guidance and interview 
technique and psychology and personality from the Business 
Preparatory groups, and vocational guidance and occupations 
from the College Preparatory groups indicate a need for a 
senior high school course in occupational information with 
emphasis on how to get along with other people. The course 
in office practice does give training in interview technique 
for those seniors who take the course. 
Penmanship received 5 votes from Group II, and none 
from Group I. Penmanship as a separate subject is not 
offered at Milton High School at the present time. 
Conversation and speech received 5 votes from the 
Business Preparatory groups, and public speaking and 
expression received 11 votes from the College Preparatory 
groups. 
The suggestion of Group I, Business Preparatory 
graduates that more typewriting be offered does not seem 
reasonable because typewriting is given in each of the 
four years, ninth to twelfth grade. 
The ·Business Preparatory students, expressing them-
selves in various ways, stated that their business English 
course was inadequate for business letter writing. Three 
in Group I and 6 in Group II made such statements. 
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SUMMARY 
The graduates who answered the questionnaire were 
very eager to offer suggestions that they felt might bene-
fit future classes at Milton High School. Many suggestions 
were made by one graduate only and were not included in the 
tables in this chapter. Those suggestions that were made 
by two or more graduates were listed in Tables XXI and XXII. 
Many suggestions, like music appreciation, art apprecia-
tion, sewing, etc., are offered somewhere in the curricula, 
but the graduate who made the suggestion evidently did not 
have space in his program for the subject, or for some other 
reason, did not elect it. 
Much is being done at the present time to develop 
personality by having a personality club. Personal health 
is taken care of by a school doctor, nurse, dentist, and 
a course in hygiene offered in grade 8, compulsory for all 
students, and another course offered to grade 12, an 
elective. 
A course in occupations is given in the junior high 
school, but the number of requests for such a course, makes 
it appear either that the junior high school student does 
not retain or comprehend enough of the facts, or that 
another course, perhaps in the eleventh or twelvth grade, 
should supplement the junior high school course. One 
graduate suggested that the solution might be a "Vocational 
Forum in which speakers of allied or related fields might 
talk and allow a question period." 
The school department is striving to fulfill the 
r equest for more business machines by buying one or two 
each year in ·accordance with budget allowances. 
Such suggestions as machine and motor drawing, and 
automotive study and trades, appeared to a greater extent 
as requests of Group II~ now feeling the defense boom and · 
the need for skilled tradesmen. 
IJ.')stci"l University 
Schot>-1 of Ed.u~ 
Ljtlrlik'Y. ----
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
SUMMARY 
The major problem of this study was to determine 
whether the Milton High School training was an ad~quate 
means of preparing students for entrance to college and 
entrance to business. In order to answer this question, 
a follow-up study was made of two groups of classes, Group I 
was composed of the Classes of 1931 and 1932, and Group II 
was composed of the Classes of 1939 and 1940. The two 
groups were selected because Group I had been out of high 
school for nine and ten years and had become pretty well 
established in their life's work, and Group II had just 
started in business or in a school or college. 
A questionnaire was sent to the members of the two 
groups, and the numb er of replies was considered to be a 
satisfactory sampling, since 34% of Group I replied and 48% 
of Group II. 
It was gratifying to see that the graduates of Milton 
High School are still interested in their school and all who 
took the time to answer the questionnaire filled in the 
blanks completely, with few exceptions, and made suggestions 
for improvement. One graduate stated that she was pleased 
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that her high school was making such a survey and hoped it 
would continue to make surveys periodically. Many graduates 
stated that their high school training was excellent, that 
they were better prepared in certain subjects than their 
college classmates from other high schools. Many good 
suggestions were made and very few adverse criticisms. 
The results of the investigation are summarized more 
fully under separate headings, which answer the questions: 
(1) What becomes of our graduates? {2) Are they satisfied 
with their training? {3} Is there any change in the type 
of educational institution or type of work entered by the 
later graduates? 
FURTHER EDUCATION 
A wide variety of schools and colleges were attended 
by Milton High School graduates of both groups. Group I 
selected the typical four-year college, academic, technical, 
or business; and the business school offering one or two 
years of skill subjects plus business background subjects, 
such as English, economics, law. None of the graduates of 
Group I attended junior colleges, and only a comparatively 
few took post graduate courses, either at Milton High School 
or at some preparatory school. 
Grou p II graduates attended the same kind of academic 
or technical college and university as Group I, with the 
addition of many more. A great many took post graduate 
courses at Milton High School and at other preparatory 
schools. The economic situation in 1939 and 1940 with its 
lack of jobs open to high school graduates may be the 
reason for so many post graduate courses. The same type of 
business school was attended by Group II graduates, but 
many attended more highly specialized schools, such as 
filing schools, various types of machine operating schools, 
and radio arts schools. Several selected junior colleges 
for further training. 
OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION 
Location: The great majority of Milton High School 
graduates have found work near home, very few having gone 
outside of New England. Those who located farther from 
home had had four or more years of college training. It 
does not follow, of course, that a college degree necessi-
tated locating at some distance from Milton, because many 
who have settled near home have college degrees and other 
educational training. On the other hand, very few who went 
directly from high school to work and who did not take any 
further courses, located far from the vicinity of Boston. 
~ ~ employing ~: A great variety of businesses 
and manufacturing concerns employed the graduates of Milton 
High School, with the insurance business, machine manufactur-
ing, educational institutions, and selling concerns pre-
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dominating. Group II showed a tendency to engage in trades, 
whereas no one in Group I was so employed. 
~ £! position: Olerical or office positions had 
the greatest percentage of workers, with a great many 
engaged in sales or some kind. 
IMPORTANCE OF SUBJECTS 
The suggestions, for the most part, w,ere constructive 
and have been described in detail in Chapter v. Only sug-
gestions made by two or more persons were included in the 
chart. Some of the things suggested have already been 
undertaken by the school administration, such as a short 
course in "How to Think," for the sophomore class, a per-
sonality club for high school pupils, additions to the 
office machine equipment. Participation in all school sports 
and extra-curricular activities has always been encouraged. 
Typewriting is off ered to all students who have available 
periods. There are not enough machines or teachers, 
however, to make it possible for all to include the subject 
in their program. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION 
Since this study was very broad in nature, definite 
suggestions for any change in curricula could not be con-
sidered valid unless more intensiv.e investigations can 
be made. A more intensive study of the following recommenda-
tions is suggested: 
General Recommendations 
1. A survey or study of the scientific needs of the 
graduates, specifically in physics and chemistry. 
2. A further investigation into the possibility and 
feasibility of offering a course in vocational guidance 
which would include units on occupations, interview technique, 
and the psychology of business, in the senior high school. 
3. A more intensive study of English training for 
commercial students and a study of the possibility of 
inserting more classics into the college preparatory 
English courses, and the addition of grammar in the junior 
and senior years. 
Recommendations for Business Courses 
--------------- --- -------- -------
1. A further investigation into the possibility of 
allowing senior stenography students to take the course in 
office practice. 
2. A study of the possibility of offering a course in 
sales to girls as well as to boys. 
3. A revision of the commercial English course to 
give more drill in letter writing and the fundamentals of 
expression. 
4. A survey of t ,t:!:.: rna. thema tical needs af business 
graduates, with a view to revising the present commercial 
mathematics course, or a dding a course to train students 
in the math ematics necessary for the trades. 
5. A study of the manual training courses and a 
survey of the needs of the graduates in trades to ascertain 
the practicability of adding an automotive or trades course 
in a public high school like Milton. 
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APPENDIX 
Dear Graduate, 
MILTON HIGH SCHOOL 
MILTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
April 8, 1941 
We are making a study of certain classes of 
graduates of Milton High School in order to determine 
whether or not our high school is fulfilling the needs 
of its graduates. We hope by this study to ascertain 
what, ~f any, changes may be made to contribute more 
to the educational development of those who attend 
Milton High School. · 
Since it would be impossible to contact all 
former students, we have chosen two groups of four 
r epr esentative classes. The classes of 1931, 1932, 
1939, and 1940 are s elected. 
The value of this study will be in direct rela-
tion to the number of returns we r eceive. , Will you 
please spend a few minutes filling out the inclosed 
questionnaire? Your name is not necessary, for all 
information will be used anonymously. A stamped 
envelope is inclosed for your conv enience. 
Your suggestions and criticisms of your high 
school training will be particularly important. 
All your ideas will be greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Hor ace F. Turner 
Superintendent of Schools 
,., tJA"i:"--., ~. 
Name 
or 
. 
Class N"o. 
---
QUESTIONNAIRE 
I. General Infor~ation 
Man_Woman __ Married __ s ~ ngle_ 
Employed: ____ Part-tL~e ____ Full-time ____ Temporarily unemployed __ 
II. Educational Information 
Vfuat institutions have you attended since graduation? 
Please include Post Graduate cour ses . 
of School Major and Minor Fields Part · :C'ul l 1!2.a.tesAttended 
College or S.ubiects Studied Time 'rime From To 
Diplcm11. 
Dr::V l"'Se 
-
III. Occupational Information 
If you have been employed since graduation, please fill in 
Forms A and B below, If you ovm your business , please indi-
cate that fact. 
Form A: Please list the places v1here you have been employed, 
No . Name of Firm City and Sta te Kin_Q of Busines s 
Form B: 
;.--
Vrhat positions have you held? The numbers correspond to t hose 
in Form A. 
No. Name of' Length of' Time Weekly Salar~r ' 
Position Yrs. Mos. Vlks. _1:3_e_g. ~n_q_. T__]J2_e of Work Performed 
. 
- -~ 
-----· 
. 
-2-
Approximot e ly how mrtny weeks, months, or year s aftor graduation 
was it b efor e you s ecure d your first position, i f you did not 
\3,tt end another school? . · · · · If you did att end rmother 
school? 
.. IV. Professional Information 
If you are ertgaged in a prof~ss ion, please fill in the 
following olanks : 
Profession No~ of years 
------------~--~~-- ~--------------
Are you e nga ge d in - pr:~:Vn te . practice ?, __ Aro you employ e d by 
some firm?~If : so, nume . o:f. firm 
V. ~.hl. b j e c t Info rmn t ion 
A. 
Plea s e check the curricu l um tnkon in high s choo l: 
Clas s ica l Sci.ent ific · Commer cia l · General · 
-----
What subj ects tnken i n high school have b oon of benefi.t to y.ou , 
and what sv.bjccts not include d in your course would have proved 
b enefici al to you? Pl oaso che ck. · 
Direct Indirec t No Appnrent 
General Subj ec ts Benefit Benefit · Bonefi t · · 
English - . . . . 
English v 
Latin 
French .. 
Tri gonometry 
Plmie Geometry 
-
Algeb r a 
Phys ic s 
Chemistry 
Biology 
History., Americ nn ' 
History , Early Europ ean _ 
Hi s t ory; Modern 
Ec onomics 
Problems of' Demo cracy 
Hygiene 
Sugge sted Addi t ·i ons : 
" .. 
: 
! 
..... 
-~ 
-3-
B. 
Direct Indirect ~ No Apparent Vocational Subjects Benefit Benefit Benefit 
Shorthand 
Typewriting 
I Bookkeeping Office Practice 
-Salesmanship 
Business Organizat ion -
Commercial Law -J 
Freehand Drawing .-
Mechanical Drawing 
Design 
Sewing 
Cooking 
·r:--· I Printing 
Shopwork 
Suggested Additions: 
VI. Other Comments 
Please feel free to make s~ggestions or criti cisms of your 
high school training. What, in your opinion, were its 
weaknesses, its strong points? Use other side of shee t 
if ne ce ssary. 
FOLLOW-UP POSTAL CARD 
Dear Graduate, 
Did you receive the questionnaire that I 
sent to you three weeks ago? If you did, will 
you please take a few minutes to fill it in? 
I should appreciate receiving your answer by 
May 31. 
In case you have lost or misplaced the 
questionnaire, I shall be glad to send you 
another. 
Sincerely yours, 
CLASSICAL 
First Year X 
English II 
Lat in 11 
F ,·t:n ch I 
Mathematics 
Physical Ed. 
Electives 
Second Year XI 
CURRICULA 
II 
il SCIENTIFIC 
!I First Y car X 
cOMMERCIAL 
First Year X 
GENERAL-BOYS 
First Year X 
GENERAL-GIRLS 
First Year X 
p c p c 
5 s/1 Er>glish II 5 5 English II 
5 5 : French II 5 5 Bookkeeping 
5 5 ,.
1 
Mathematics II 5 5 Bhysicai Ed 
5 5 Biology 5 5 Electives 
2 1 'It Physical Ed. 2 I Biology 
Electives Typewriting 
11 French 
I Hbtory 
" 
Second Year XI 
p c 
5 5 English II 
5 5 Shopwork 
2 Mech. Dr. 
Physical Ed . 
5 5 
.5 21! French 
5 51 Histo ry 
5 5 Biology 
Electives 
p c 
5 5 Eng lish II 
6 3 Coc:>kiog 
4 2 Sewing 
2 Design 
5 5 
5 5 
History 
Physical Ed. 
Electives 
5 5 French 
Biology 
Second Year XI 
p c 
5 5 
2 1 
4 2 
2 1 
5 5 
2 1 
5 5 
5 5 
English lll 5 
11 ~econd Year XI 
5 11 Engli sh ll1 5 5 
sl F1ench III 5 5 English Ill 5 5 
Second Year XI 
English III 5 5 English Ill 5 5 
Latin lli 5 Bookkeeping 5 5 ShopwoTk 6 
5 
4 
2 
3 Cooking 
5 Sewing 
2 l 
4 2 
5 5 
2 1 
French II 5 s 1: Mathematics li1 5 5 
5 1
1
[' College Chem istry 5 5 
Physical Ed. 2 1 General C hemistry 
Mech. Dr. Mathem~tics liT 
Physica 1 Ed. 
Electives 
Electives 
2 1 Physical Ed . 2 Stenography I 
Typewritin g 
French 
History 
2 History 
1 Physical Ed. 5 5 Physical Ed. 
5 2~ Electives Electives 
5 5 1 Fren.:h 5 5 Frep.ch 5 5 
5 5 i; History 5 51 General Chemistry 5 5 
Third Year Xll Third 'i. ear XII Third Year XII Problems of D emoc- Problems of Democ-
Engli sh IV 5 5 English l V 5 5 English IV 5 5 r acy 5 5 racy 5 5 
U.S. History and U.S. History and U.S.History and 
Constitution 
Physica l Ed. 
Ekctives 
French lll 
Physics 
English V 
5 5 Constitution 
2 I 
1 
Physics 
Mathemat ics IV 
5 51 Physical Ed. 
6 5 Electives 
5 5 
5 5 Constitution 
6 5 Com. Law and 
5 5 Ecor>omics 
2 Stenograph y li and 
Typewriting 
or 
Ofli~e Practice and 
Typewriting 
or 
Sales m anship 
Bus Org'n. 
Physical EJ. 
Third Year X![ Third Year X!! 
5 5 English IV 5 5 English IV 
US. History and 
4 4 ;, U . S. His tory and I Constitution 5 5 C o nsti tut io n 
Sh k 6 3 Cooking 10 7~, opwor'
_ 5 Sewing Hygiene 5 Hygie ne Phy~ca l Ed . 2 
10 n Electives 
French 
I
I Ar~h - Draw. 
5 5 1 Economics 
2 I II 
Desi gn 
5 S Physical Ed. 
4 2 Electives 
5 5 , French . 
IJ Econ omics 
5 5 
5 5 
2 1 
4 2 
5 5 
2 
2 
5 5 
5 5 
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